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WAR  FOOD  ADMI.'ISTRATION  Approx.  Time  15  min. 

Office  of  Supply  (CCC)  March  8, 

821  Market  Street,  Room  700  District  Representatives 

San  Francisco  3,  California  Can  Fit  to  Allotted  Time, 

rve    Western  Region 

.  FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR  FREEDOM  —  AT  HOIS  AND  ABROAD 

735*  ^VlKD  'JII3i:LY  SCHIPT  110 *  ^ 

Use  of  this  weekly  series  has  "been  cleared  for  tine  by  the  Office  of  War  Informa 
tion  over  the  following  radio  stations:     Z-Bar  Netv/ork,  Montana,  KR3M,  Bozeman, 
KGIR,  Butte,  EPF  A,  Helena,  NFBC,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming;  KLO,  Ogden,  and  KDYL,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah;  K?E0,  Phoenix,  Arizona;  EOH,  Reno,  and  E3N0,  Las  V.igas,  Nevada; 
KWG,  Stockton,  EESO,  Santa  Rosa,  and  EIEM,  Eureka,  California;  EXL.,  Portland, 
Oregon;  EI DO,  Boise,  and  ERIC,  Lewiston,  Idaho;  EGA,  Spokane,  ^.shin&ton. 


District  Representatives  are  urged  to  time  all  scripts  in  advance.  War  J1©^  ,v 
Bulletins  fro?:,  this  office  are  a  good  source  of  additional  Aews  item's.. 

SUBJECTS:    M3AT  SITUATION  /  ^>> 

FAT  SALVAGE  \  , 

PLANNING  GARDENS  FOR  CANNING 
WATER-BATH  CANKERS 


(Note:    All  music  directions  are  purely  optional,  hut  would  add  finish  to-  the  / 


program.)  ^ 


MUSIC:    UP  A1TD  UNDER 

AITNCUNCER:         Good  ,  friends.    What  is  your  country  doing  to 

manage  its  food  supply?    What  can  you  do  to  help?    You'll  find 
out  if  you  listen  each  week  to.... 

OS;                     FOOD  FIGHTS  FCR  FREEDOM... at  home  and  abroad... a  presentation  of 
the    Office  of  Supply,  War  Food  Administration. 

ANNOUNCER:         Today,  from  the  District  Office  at   is  here 

at  the   mike  to  give  us  more  news  and  information 

MUSIC:    OUT  (station) 

about  wartime  activities  on  the  food  front  All  right,  let's 

hear  the  news,  .    You  said  it  was  going  to  be  about 

meat,  didn't  you? 

OS:  That's  right  Since  the  OPA  has  changed  the  point  values  on 

most  meats,  I  thought  everyone  would  like  to  know  haw  things 
stand  

ANNOUNCER:         We  certainly  do  want  to  know.... We  want  to  know  just  why  the 
rations  were  tightened,  and  everything. 
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OS: 


Weill  there  are  two  reasons  for  that  action, 


.  In 


OS: 


AMOTMCER: 


OS: 


ANNOUNCER: 


OS: 


ANNOUNCER; 
OS: 

AUNOUNGER: 
OS: 


the  first  place,  the  total  average  meat  supply  which  will  "be 
available  to  civilians  ea6h  week  in  March  will  he  about  6 
percent  smaller  than  it  was  expected  to  be  when  the  February 
point  values  wore  established. 

6  percent  less  than  they  thought  we  'd  have,  hummmn? 

Yes... and  in  the  second  place,  the  distribution  of  the  available 

meat  is  quite  uneven.     So  it  should  follow  that  higher  ration 

point  values  will  result  in  a  more  even  distribution  of  the 
limited  supplies  moving  into  civilian  channels. 
That  sounds  logical  enough.    If  there's  a  limited  supply  of 

meat,  everyone  should  have  a  chance  to  get  the  same  amount. 

Sure.... and  with  an  even  distribution,  everyone  will  have  that 

chance. 

Mutton  is  about  the  only  meat  that  isn't  rationed  now,  isn't 
it,   ? 

Tos. .. .almost  everything  that  wasn't  on  the  ration  list  before 
March  ]4  is  on  the  list  now.... and  there  have  been  increases  in 
the  point  values  of  forequarter  cuts  of  beef,  most  pork  cuts, 
sausages  and  canned  meats. 

I    gather  that  this  tightening  will  balance  the  actual  supply 
of  meat  with  the  number  of  points  people  have  to  spend.... 
That's  right. , .would  you  like  to  hear  just  how  that  supply  is 
broken  down  into  beef,  lamb,  pork,  and  so  forth? 
Sure.... how  do  we  stand  on  beef? 

We  civilians  will  have  about  S  percent  less  during  March  than 
was  expected  in  February.    The  point  values  of  most  forequarter 
cuts,  and  some  hindquartor  cuts  have  been  increased. .. .that' s  to 
improve  the  distribution  of  those  cuts  which  are  available  most 

(coi?Ti:ro3D) 


OS:  (CCITT.) 


AHHOMCBRJ 


OS: 


AHHOITiCSR: 


OS: 


A1K0U1TC2R: 


OS: 


Air.TOUlTCEE: 


OS: 


AHITOUHCSR: 
OS: 


AT/OU1TC3R: 
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of ten... But  the  porterhouse,  C-bone  and  sirloin  steaks  won't 
have  too  high  a  point  value  in  relation  to  the  other  cuts,  their 
point  value  has  "been  reduced. 

What  about  pork?    Will  there  be  less  of  that  than  we  expected, 
too? 

I'm  afraid  so,  .    She  non-civilian  requirements 

for  pork  are  heavy,  "but  the  slaughter  of  hogs  in  March  will  be  low 
All  of  which  adds  up  to  a  smaller  supply  of  pork  for  civilians, 
hummn? 

Right. .. .the  civilian  demand  for  pork  is  greater  than  the  supply, 
so  the  ration  values  have  been  increased  on  most  pork  cuts.... 
You  think  the  new  point  values  will  help  get  the  pork  more  evenly 
distributed  all  over  the  country? 

Yes... and  the  addition  of  pork  sausage  to  that  ration  list  will 

help  control  the  consumption  of  pork  products. 

What  I  don't  understand  is  the  reason  for  putting  tongue  and 

heart,  and  all  those  variety  meats  on  the  ration  list,  _  ? 

Well,  before  llarch  k,  they  were  all  point-free,  except  beef  and 
veal  liver.... But  now  that  we  have  higher  ration  values  on  the 
regular  meat  cuts,  there  will  be  more  demand  for  the  varioty 
meats*.. and  when  you  have  a  big  demand,  you  have  to  see  that 
everyone  has  a  chance  to  get  a  share. 
That's  a  fair  deal  all  around. 

Sure, .rationing  wasn't  established  to  make  things  ha.rdcr  for 

people  and  actually,  these  increases  are  making  it  easier 

in  the  long  run  for  everyone  to  get  an  eoual  share  of  the  scarce 
commodities. .. .but  I  didn't  come  hero  to  give  a  lecture,  did  I? 

What  about  veal,   ?    Do  we  get  less  of  that  than  wc 

have  been  getting? 


OS: 


AlTlTOUlTCia: 
OS: 


JTlTCUiJCSH: 


OSi 


AIHTOU1TCZR: 


OS: 


AMOU1TC3R: 
OS: 
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lTo,  there's  good  news  on  veal  today, 


In  I  larch,  on 


the  average,  civilians  will  get  around  19  percent  more  than  they 
did  in  February.    And  incidentally,  there  have  been  very  few 
changes  in  the  ration  values  of  veal.    There's  been  a  slight 
reduction  in  tho  po:.nts  on  veal  steaks,  which  tended  to  move  more 
slowly  than  the  other  cuts  because  the  points  were  so  high.... 
Well,  the  situation  isn't  as  black  as  some  pocplc  liko  tc  think... 
It  very  soldo:-  is. .  .  •  .We're  oxpected  to  have  more  lamb  in  March, 
too..., 12  percent  more  than  we  had  in  February...  And  there 
have  been  no  changes  in  the  rationing  of  any  lamb  cuts... Of  course 
these  larger  supplies  of  veal  and  lamb  won't  make  up  for  tho 
reduction  in  our  civilian  supply  of  pork  and  beef,  but  they'll 
help  a  lot. 

The  picture  still  looks  brighter  than  I  expected,  anyhow. . * .Do 
you  have  any  more  news  for  us  today? 

I  certainly  have,  When  I  talk  about  meat,  it 

reminds  me  of  fat.... and  you  can't  mention  fat  without  at  least 
a  few  words  about  fat  salvage,  can  you? 

There's  no  reason  why  you  should  pass  that  subject  up.,.. I 
understand  it's  just  as  important  now  as  it  ever  was.... to  save 
used  kitchen  fats. 

And  turn  them  in  to  the  butchers. ... .As  a  matter  of  fact,  , 


we  need  over  2  and  a  half  times  as  much  used  fat  as  we  did  in 
1540  to  meet  government  and  industrial  needs. 

I  remember  some  of  the  important  things  they  use  the  fat  for... 
All  right... go  ahead. .. I  was  going  to  mention  some  of  them  anyway. 
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AMOUHOEE;         V/ell,  used  fats  help  to  maize  munitions. .  .we  all  know  that...  and 

they  go  into  medicines  used  on  our  battlef ronts. .. sulfa  ointments, 

smallpox  vaccines  They  help  make  synthetic  rubber  and  nylon 

for  parachutes. .mildew  and  water-proofing  materials,  leather , 
soap. . . .and. . . . 

CS:  And  lubricants  and  cutting  oils. ., .don' t  forget  those... 

AiTlICUlTCr.R:         I  was  just  coining  to  those..,. 

OS:  You  did  fine,   ....Out  of  the  Frying  Pan  into  the 

Firing  Line  is  the  slogan  on  used  fats...  And  there's  one  thing 
I  want  to  make  clear  right  now. .. .Cooking  fats  and  oils  are 
rationed. . .and  every  housewife  should  get  all  the  good  she  poss- 
ibly can  from  every  drop.... she  should  use  and  re-use  the  oils 
she  uses  for  deep  fat-frying.    She  should  use  bacon  fat  for 
flavoring  cooked  vegetables,  and  frying  certain  foods  like  eggs. 
But,  when  these  fats  are  no  longer  useful  to  her,  it  is  very 
important  that  she  pour  the  used  fat  into  a  clean  tin    can,  and 
when  the  tin  is  fuil,  turn  it  into  the  butcher. 

ASfflOUiTCEB:         Simple  enough... 

03:  Of  course ...and  here's  another  thing  that's  important. .. the 

butcher  will  pay  two  of  those  valuable  red  ration  points... and  k 
cents  for  every  pound  of  fat  turned  in.    BUT,  the  butcher  would 
appreciate  it  if  housewives  would  bring  in  the  fat  when  he  isn't 
too  rushed. ... ♦Most  butchers  are  busy  on  week- ends,  or  after  5» 

AlJlTOb-.CBR:         You  know,    ,  I  just  got  to  thinking,  now  that  butter  is 

24  points  a  pound.... if  a  housewife  collected  6  pounds  of  used 
fat,  she'd  get  a  total  of  12  red  points. .. .and  that  would  buy 
half  a  -oound  of  butter... 


.  :.,>- 


:v;r';.c<;: 


r,. ■•;  .V::r  J   :  "  ;         ..    r':- { 
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OS: 


AH-TCU1TC3E: 


OS: 

Al^TOUlTCER: 
OS: 

WQVBQEBU 


OS: 


OS: 

Al^TOUITCZR: 


OS: 


AlTNOWGEfi: 


Sure*.. so  let's  see  if  our  American  kitchens  can  provide  the 
war  effort  with  2pO  million  pounds  of  used  fat  this  year.... 
that's  how  much  we  need. . .and  if  everyone  does  his  or  her  part., 
we'll  get  it. 

Of  course  we  will  the  American  housewife  has  always  done  more 

than  her  part... and  I  think  she  always  will. .what' s  next  on 
the  program,  ? 

Well,  I've  mentioned  this  subject  before,  too  several 

times,  in  fact  and... 

'•'ait  a  minute,   ....Don't  tell  me..... it's  Victory 

Gardens  again. . . • 

That's  right... but  what's  that  big  smile  for? 

Oh,  I'm  just  sort  of  proud  of  myself,  I  guess.... I  got  that  seed 
catalogue  I  promised  to  get.... and  I  vent  all  through  it  and 
planned  the  whole  garden  from  now  until  fall. 

Well  congratulations,  ...that's  the  way  it  should 

be  clone. ..  .plan  the  garden. .  .TH81T  plant  it.    But  tell  me.... 
did  you  include  plans  for  home  canning  in  that  garden  schedule? 
ifoll.,,.1  guess  so... 

what  do  you  mean  you  guess  so... either  you  did,  or  you  didn't... 
I  planned  to  put  in  a  lot  of  the  things  you  usually  can  at 
home... I'm  going  to  plant  some  tomatoes,  and  some  peas  and 
string  beans  and  corn... 

But  look,   .    You  were  right  to  include  tomatoes... 

they  top  the  list  of  favorites  with  most  home  canners. . .that' s 
because  it's  so  easy  to  can  them  in  a  boiling-\tfatcr-bath  canner... 
but  are  you  going  to  plant  enough  rows  of  tomatoes  to  allow  some 
for  canning,  or  will  there  just  he  enough  to  eat  raw? 
Hummmmn  maybe  I'd  "better  put  in  a  couple  more  rows  at  that... 


OS: 

ANNOUNCER! 
OS: 


A1TNOUNQER: 
OS: 


ANNOUNCER: 


CS: 


ANNOUNCER: 
OS: 


ANNOUNCER: 
OS: 
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And  another  thing. . . .arc  you  planting  the  varieties  of  vegetables 
that  are  best  for  home  canning? 

I  don't  know  anything  about  that,   • 

You  state  agricultual  college  (or  Victory  Garden  Center,  or 
whatever  the  locality  affords)  will  be  able  to  give  you  all 
the  information  about  the  best  varieties  of  vegetables  for  this 
area. 

I  hadn't  even  thought  about  that  angle... 

Here's  another  thing.    If  you  plan  to  can  part.... and  buy  part... 
of  your  winter  vegetable  supply,  you  should  consider  which  foods 
will  be  most  profitable  to  preserve.     I  mean  from  the  standpoints 
of  nutrition,  prices  and  rationing. .. .and  of  course,  the  family 
likes  and  dislikes. 

I  guess  it  would  be  silly  to  plant  more  carrots  than  we  can  eat 
fresh  if  the  family  won't  ea.t  canned  carrots,... 
Of  course... and  before  you  actually  plant  that  garden,  count 
the  vegetables  as  well  as  you  can.    Find  out  how  much  yield 
you  should  get.,.. and  then  you'll  know  how  much  will  be  available 
for  canning. .. .As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  some  figures  here  on 
planting. the  number  of  feet  in  a  garden  row  to  yield  a  bushel.- 
want  to  hear  'em? 

Sure. ...  that ' s  the  sort  of  information  we  all  need... 
Well,  for  pole  snap  beans,  it  takes  a  row  50  feet  long  to  produce 
a  bushel. .. .and  100  feet  of  bush  snap  beans.    For  lima  beans, 
it's  I50  feet. 

What  about  beets?     I'm  going  to  plant  a  lot  of  those... 
It  takes  50  feet  of  beets  to  yield  a  bushel, .. .and  50  feet  of 
carrots,  spinach,  and  other  greens,  30  to  50  feet.    And  it  takes 
a  50  foot  row  of  tomatoes  to  makca  a  bushel,  too. 


AN1T0UHCER: 


03: 


Al~"OUl!CZR: 


OS: 


AMOUITCERJ 


OS: 


OS: 

AKHOI3KOSR: 
OS: 
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That's  might  good  to  know, 


,but  arc  those 


AS&OtBTGSE; 


conservative  figures,  average,  or  v;hat? 

Conservative  good  yields  should  do  better  than  these  figures 

indicate,  but  in  gardening,  you  have  to  depend  so  much  on 
weather  and  growing  conditions  that  it's  much  safer  to  count 
on  the  more  conservative  estimates. 

All  right.... and  now  I  have  a  much  better  idea  of  how  much  to 

plant  than  I  did  before. .  .gosh,  ,  I'm  going  to  feel 

like  a  regular  farmer  when  this  Victory  Garden  starts  producing.. 
T.'/ell,  don't  start  feeling  proud  of  yourself  yet,. .at  least 
wait  till  you  get  the  yard  spaded  up. 

0Kt...but  anyhow,  it's  a  good  feeling,  even  to  plan  a  Victory 
Garden. 

0.'-,  speaking  of  home  canning,  I  have  some  good  news  for  house- 
wives, here  remember,  I  said  that  tomatoes  could  be  canned 

by  the  hot-wator-br.th  method? 
Yes  

Well,  the  Vf?B  has  allotted  enough  metal  to  make  500  thousand 
0 name 1 ware  water-bath  canners  for  the  I9U5  home  canning  season. 
Good. ....now  the  ladies  who  w>nt  to  can  will  be  able  to  get 
both  pressure  canners,  and  water-bath  canners. 
Yes. . . . they ' re  to  be  made  in  only  one  size. .. .large  enough  to 
hold  7  quart  jars  or  9  pint  jars,  or  U  half-gallon  jars.  And 
they  must  be  deep  enough  to  cover  a  standard  quart  jar  with  at 
least  an  inch  of  water. 
Will  they  have  racks? 


Sure....  the  racks  will  "be  made  of  carbon  stool. . ,  .and  the  new 

canncrs  should  be  coming  to  the  retail  markets  in  small  lots 
from  now  on  into  the  summer,  when  canning  is  in  its  peak  season. 

Then  no  one  who  really  wants  to  do  some  canning  this  year  should 
lack  for  the  materials  to  work  with. . . .but  the  clock  says  our 

tine  is  up,    so  there  you  have  it  folks... 

this  week's  report  on  war  food  activities  from  the  Office  of 

Supply,  War  Pood  Administration.    will  be  back 

again  (next  week  at  this  same  time)  to  give  you  current  news  and 
information  on  FOOD  JPIOHJS  TOR  KtSSDOii. .  .at  homo  and  abroad. 
This  program  on  America's  wartime  food  program  is  presented 
especially  for    farmers  and  consumers. 

•T.Hrrnr 
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^  Use  of  this  weekly  series  has  been  cleared  for  time  by  the  Office  of  War  Informa- 
tion over  the  following  radio  stations:    Z-Bar  Network,  Montana,  KRBM,  Bozeman,  A 
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District  Representatives  are  urged  to  time  all  scripts  in  advance.    War  Food 
Bulletins  from  this  office  are  a  good  source  of  additional  news  items. 

SUBJECTS:      GOVERNMENT  FOOD  STOCKS 
HOME  CANNING 

(Note:    All  music  directions  are  purely  optional,  but  would  add  finish  to  the 
program. ) 


MUSIC:    UP  AND  UNDER 


ANNOUNCER: 


rOOd 


,  friends.    That  is  your  country  doing  to 


OS: 


ANNOUNCER: 


MUSIC:  OUT 


OS: 


manage  its  food  supply?    What  can  you  do  to  help?    You'll  find 
out  if  you  listen  each  week  to.... 

FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR  FREEDOM  at  home  and  abroad... a  presentation 

of  the         '   Office  of  Supply,  War  Food  Administration. 

Today,    from  the  District  Office  at    is  here 

at  the   mike  to  give  us  more  news  and  information 

(station) 

about  wartime  activities  on  the  food  front. . . .well, "   


what's' the  food  news  today? 

A  little  of  this  and  a  little  of  that, 


To  begin 


ANNCR: 


with,  I'd  like  to  talk  about  a  question  lots  of  people  have  been 
raising  lately, .. .about  all  these  government  food  stocks. 
Yes,  I've  heard  several  people  discussing  that.... In  fact,  the 
other  day,  I  overheard  a  woman  in  the  grocery  store  beef ing. .. she 
said,  "I  know  why  we  can't  get  half  the  food  we  need.... It's  the 
government.. .that's  why,.. the  government  has  all  the  food  stored 
away  just  like  they've  got  all  the  gold... "And  we  can't  get 
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ANNCR:  anything  in  the  stores  anymore." 

(Continued 


OS: 


Oh,  now 


I've  heard  discussions  of  that  sort,  too.... 


ANNCR: 


OS: 


/JJNCR: 


OS: 


ANNCR: 


but  they  never  went  that  far  Reminds  me  of  some  of  those  cartoons 

that  come  out  from  time  to  time... the  two  people  sitting  at  a 
groaning  table  full  of  food,  and  yelling  about  how  we're  all  starving 
to  death  on  account  of  rationing. 

Yeah. . .people  just  don't  seem  to  realize  that  they  really  couldn't 
be  sure  they'd  have  enough  to  eat,  if  it  weren't  for  government 
controls  and  things  like  that... and  they  don't  realize  what  a  big  job 
the  War  Food  Administration  has,  either,  in  trying  to  see  that 
everyone  gets  plenty  of  the  right  things  to  eat,... 

That's  a  good  point,    it's  a  tremendous  job,  getting 

the  food  required  by  our  lend-lease  customers,  and  our  own  military 
forces. ..plus  the  civilians. . .seeing  that  the  right  amount  of  food  is 
delivered  in  good  condition,  with  a  minimum  of  loss... and  on  top  of 
all  that... the  WFA  has  to  have  ample  stocks  of  food  on  hand  to  meet 
forseeable  needs . ... 

Some  people  evidently  think  the  WA.  is  actually  hoarding  their  excess 

stocks,  letting  it  rot,  and  then  buying  up  more... 

That  wouldn't  be  very  smart... in  fact,  it  would  be  very  dangerous 

to  the  war  effort.    The  government  doesn't  operate  that  way... you  know, 

it's  the  WFil  policy  to  keep  food  stocks  moving... and  to  hold  food 

inventories  down  to  a  safe  working  margin. 

I  know  that.. .but  things  happen  so  fast  in  this  war,  that  sometimes 
a  lend-lease  food  requirement  for  instance,  is  changed  overnight.. .and 
the  WFA  has  to  be  ready  for  all  the  changes  that  war  brings  about. 


'I      v        .  . 
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OS:        Naturally. .  .and  that's  why  the  War  Food  Administration  is  continually  in 
the  food  markets* .buying  and  selling.... 

A  rrTCR:     I've  been  seeing  quite  a  few  newpaper  stories  about  WFA  food  sales  lately., 
they  were  just  announcements  that  the  '7FA  was  selling  canned  corn,  or  to- 
matoes, or  they  were  buying  chickens  or  potatoes... 

03:         Right... and  I  suppose  lots  of  the  people  who  road  those  announcements  won- 
der what  it's  all  about... 

AT;TCR:    They  probably  think  that  someone  bungl ed. .  »or  the  food  that  was  being  sold 
started  to  rot  in  a  government  warehouse  or  something. 

OS:         Well,  sometimes  the  WFA  does  have  food  go  bad,   ...but  not  vary 

much.    Evor  since  tho  Government  food  purchase  program  started,  it's  boon 
a  constant  fight  against  noodloss  waste. ..and  as  a  result  of  that  fight, 
less  that  2/100' s  of  one  percent  has  been  lost. 

ANUCR:     I  don't  know  of  any  housewife . .no  matter  how  thrifty,  who  can  claim  that 
record. 

OS:         No... and  think  of  the  volume  of  food  the  WFA  buys... from  5  to  S  million 

dollars  worth  in  a  single  day. ..but  let's  got  beck  to  that  s^  all  amount  of 
spoil od  WFA  food.... 

» 

ANSFCR;    Ycs...I'd  like  to  know  mora  about  that,  too. 

OS:         Well,  you  know,  ,  even  the  first-class  storage  facilities  the 

government  uses  can't  hold  up  under  certain  weather  conditions.  Take  that 
hurricane  that  hit  the  Northeast  coast  last  fall,  for  instance. . .Some  gov- 
ernment-owned pork  and  beans  were  damaged  in  that  storm... 

SlNNCE:    And  what  happened  to  them? 

OS:         They  w ere  offarod  for  salo  by  the  War  Food  Administration. 

A':~: "JR:    Oh,  now  wait  a  minute,  .     If  the  pork  and  beans  were  damaged,  how 

could  they  be  sold?    Why  weren't  thov  destroyed? 


OS:  Don't  get  excited. . .any  food  stocks  that  are  damaged  are  very  carefully 

inspected  to  make  sure  they're  perfectly  safe  for  human  consumption„  If 
they're  alright,  they  can    "be  bought  "by  wholesalers,  or  the  original  pro- 
cessor, and  sent  through  regular  trade  channels  to  retail  grocery  stores 
or  restaurants. 

ANKJR:      What  about  the  beans  that  were  in  the  hurricane?    I  take  it  they  were 
alright, 

OS:  Most  of  them. ..the  actual  contents  of  the  cans  were  in  good  condition; 

But  in  a  case  where  there's  any  doubt  about  the  condition  of  the  food 
being  sold,  the  WFA  makes  absolutely  sure  that  the  damaged  goods  won't 
get  into  the  hands  of  speculators.    You  know,  there  are  some  people  who 
might  try  to  buy  up  inedible  food  and  sell  it  to  the  public  as  food  in 
good  condition.    But  the  WFA  doesn't  allow  that  sort  of  thing* 

AiTl^CH;      But  if  the  food  is  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  is  it  just 
destroyed  on  the  spot? 

OS:  Now  always.    Sometimes  it's  put  on  the  market  for  salvage  use... to  buyers 

who  have  a  legitimate  use  for  the  damaged  food. ..like  livestock  feed,  or 
industrial  alcohol.    So  that's  why  you  sometimes  see  an  item  in  the  news- 
paper saying  the  WFA  is  offering  so  many  cases  of  canned  corn,  for  in- 
stance, that  is  off-condition. 

ANl-'CR;      But  most  of  the  food  sold  is  in  perfectly  good  condition,  isn't  it? 

OS:  Oh,  yes... but  here's  another  thing  people  wonder  about... they  see  nn 

announcement  that  the  WFA  is  selling  so  many  cases  of  canned  peas,  and 
maybe  the  next  day,  another  announcement  says  the  WFA  is  buying  canned 
peas  • 

AN17CT?:       Does  that  make  sense" 


mm 

OS:  Hot  to  sone  people,  "do cause  they  don't  realize  that  food  stocks  must  be 

kep  moving.    Pood  stocks  can't  be  kept  on  the  shelves  too  long... and  the 
old  stock  should  be  used  up  first... just  like  the  housewife  does  with  her 
home  canned  food. ..she  uses  last  year's  pack  before  opening  any  food  she 
put  up  this  year... 

Afl'CR:      That  should  cut  food  waste... I  mean,  nothing  would  have  a  chance  to  spoil 

before  it  was  used.... 
03:  Of  course,  and  this  policy  of  keeping  the  food  stocks  moving  has  been 

largely  responsible  for  the  WA<Ts  low  percentage  of  food  losses.    You  see, 

the  W3PA  has  to  keep  working  stocks  of  food  on  hand  in  various  parts  of  the 

country,  ready  to  ship  at  a  moment's  notice.    But  they  keep  these  working 

inventories  as  low  as  possible. 
AIT/CR:      I'll  bet  that's  a  «icb. .  .knowing  how  much  to  keep  on  hand  so  the  allies 

won't  be  caught  short... but  still  not  keeping  too  much. 
OS:  Yes. ..but  sometimes  things  happen... for  instance,  the  war  sudden  ly  moves 

in  a  different  direction. . .or  there's  a  change  in  the  shipping  schedule 

that  means  cargo  can't  be  picked  up  as  planned... 
A20TCR:      So  that  leaves  us  with  the  food  still  on  our  hands? 

OS:  Umliumn. .  ,3ut  the  inspectors  are  continually  going  through  the  warehouses, 

checking  stocks,  and  clearing  out  the  older  ones. . .keeping  the  stocks 
fresh  and  usable ...  that 1 s  why  the  WTA  sells  good  peas  and  corn,  and  then 
turns  right  around  and  replaces  the  stock  with  more  peas  and  corn. 

AKi"CE;      But  the  stock  they  sell  is  perfectly  good... 

CS:  Certainly,  and  it  will  be  good  for  some  time  to  come... but  it  isn't  a  good 

idea  to  start  last  year's  stock  on  a  rough  trip  to  Russia,  for  instance... 
or  to  the  South  Pacific,  where  stops  must  be  made... cargo  changed  from 
ship  to  ship... maybe  the  food  would  have  to  sit  on  a  dock  in  the  sun  for  a 
while... So  why  take  a  chance,  when  we  can  get  new  stock,  and  sell  the  old? 
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AT/CB:      I  understand  that  alright,-,  .but  what  about  selling  this  older  stock?.,  ^, 

Sounds  like  a  bargain  for  somebody. 
OS:  That' s  not  true,__  .     The  food  is  sold  at  regular  ceiling  prices, 

minus  normal  allowances  for  sales  expense .. .and  for  the  cost  of  finding 

cut  if  the  food  is  in  good  condition. 
ALuXB:        So  this  food  doesn't  go  at  cut  rate  prices,  humn? 

OS:       _    Nope, ..and  it's  a  good  thing,  too.    Because  this  policy  protects  the  tax- 
payer's money... and  it  protects  the  food  distributors  and  producers,  too. 

ANl'CH:      Oh,  I  see  how  that  works... if  the  food  were  dumped  on  the  market  at  bar- 
gain prices,  the  regular  food  distributors  and  processors  would  be  out  on 
a  limb,  and  the  market  would  take  a  big  tail  spin,  like  it  did  after  the 
last  war. 

Co:  Exactly... 

Ai^CE:      When  this  food  is  sold,  it's  often  offered  to  the  original  processor,  or 
distributor,  isn't  it? 

OS:  Yes... that's  because  the  firms  who  sold  the  food  to  the  Government  origin- 

ally are  usually  best,able  to  get  it  back  into  normal  channels  of  distri- 
bution. 

A-'.'CB:      Well,  even  aside  from  that,  it's  only  fair  to  offer  it  to -than  first, 
because  they  had  to  cut  on  their  regular  orders  to  make  room  for  Uncle 
Sam's  requirements... 

OS:  That's  true... and  besides,  they  have  the  warehouses  for  handling  it.... 

and  the  sales  organizations  .....so  you  see,  ,  this  food  that  is  sold 

by  the  government  gets  back  to  the  civilian  trade  through  regular  trade 
channels. . .and  without  upsetting  the  market  at  all, 

AJ17CB:      Sounds  like  the  most  reasonable  plan  you  could  think  up.,.. 
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OS:  Yes,  and  it's  actually  in  operation,  too.    Through  November,  '44,  the 

W3PA  sold  24  million  dollars  worth  of  food  back  to  the  trade... and  out  of 
around  a  million  cases  of  canned  fruit  and  vegetables,  52  percent  went  back 
to  the  original  vendor. 

AlVCE:      What  happened  to  the  rest  of  it? 

OS:  Wellj  when  the  original  processor  doesn't  buy  the  food,  it's  offered  to 

other  processors ...  that' s  because  they're  in  the  same  business  and  already 
have  established  trade  change Is, 

OS:  But  since  there's  always  such  a  ready  market  for  almost  anything  you  could 

mention,  why  don't  the  original  processors  always  buy  back  the  food  when 
they  hare  the  chance? 

OS:  Any  number  of  reasons .. .Maybe  they  have  a  new  pack  coming  on  and  don't 

have  space  or  men  to  handle  the  extra  stock;.. or  sometimes  they  may  have 
already  filled  all  their  orders .. .And,  of  course,  there  are  often  times 
when  the  food  is  offered  for  sale  outside  the  trade  territory  of  the  or- 
iginal processors 

AiTl"CR:      In  that  case,  there  wouldn't  be  any  point  in  paying  transportation  charges* 

..there  wouldn't  be  any  profit  in  that, 
OS:  Of  course  not... so,  the  original  processors. .  .and  the  co-.rpeting  firms,  have 

bought  most  of  the  food  offered  for  re-? ale. 
jjftNNCR?      Well,  after  the  explanation  you've  just  given,  »  I  don't  see 

not  anyone  can  fail  to  understand  about  Government  food  stocks...  • 
OS:  Thank  you,  ...I  hope  they  do  understand* .  .because  everyone  should 

know  about  those  things.  ...Food  is  one  of  the  most  potent  weapons  of  the 

war;... all  of  which  reminds  me..; 
AI'TCR:      Oh,  oh... you' re  going  to  talk  about  Victory  3-ardens  again... 
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OS:  I'opc.not  today,  .    Thought  I'd  give  you  s  little  vacation  from 

Victory  Garden  talk. ..but  sir.ee  you  mention  it,  I  may  as  well  repeat... 
everyone  who  cm,  should  raise  a  Victory  3-arden  this  year... we  need  at 
lcnst  as  many  gardens  as  we  had  last  year. 

AlVCH:      But  what  was  the  subject  you  were  going  to  talk  about? 

OS:  Something  of  interest  to  all  the  ladies. . .home  canning  supplies. 

Al'.'CH;      Oh,  fine. .  .what's  the  dope? 

OS:  Well,  in  the  first  place,  "both  farm  and  city  homemade rs  are  urged  to  put 

up  as  much  home  canned  food  this  year  as  they  did  last. .  ."because  home 
canning  last  year  accounted  for  nearly  half  of  the  total  civilian  supply 
of  canned  vegetables ..  .and  two-thirds  of  the  canned  fruit.. 

ANrCH:       Boy,  there  was  plenty  of  activity  in  American  kitchens  last  year.... 

OS:  Sure. ..and  mighty  important  activity  it  was,  too. ..and  this  year,  we're 

going  to  need  that  home  canned  food  badly..    The  military  requirements  for 
commercir.l  packs  are  very  large. .  .making  the  present  supply  of  commer- 
cially canned  fruits  and  vegetables  for  civilians  less  that  it's  "boon  ^t 
any  time  during  the  war. 

Ai~:TCR:      Then  any  housewife  who  is  able  to  put  away  some  home-canned  fruits  and  veg- 
etables 

is  just  plain  crazy  if  she  doesn't  do  it.-..' .what  about  these  canning  sup- 
plies?   Will  there  be  enough  to  go  around? 

OS:  Yes,  there  will,  .    As  we've  srid  before,  there  will  he 

630, 000  pressure  canners  manufactured  for  use  in  1945... and  as  I  said 
last  week,  there  will  be  500, 000  water  bath  canners  available. 

AiVCRi      What  about  .jar  rings,  and  things  like  that? 

OS:  There  will  be  an  adequate  supply  of  containers  and  closures  for  jars... 

there  are  no  restrictions  on  their  mrnuf acture,  and  we  hpve  a  supply  left 
over  from  last  year.... 
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Atfi'CR:      About  those  jar  rings,  .      Lrst  year  they  were  made  of  synthetic 

and  reclaimed  rubber,  and  I  heard  sonic  housewives  complaining  about  the 
qualtiy-,  ?• 

OS:  Well*  they'll  have  to  be  made  of  synthetic  and  reclaimed  rubber  again  this 

year,  ,  but  manufacturers  are  trying  their  best  to  improve  the 

quality. o • 

AMORS      Good.  ...so  it  looks  like  nothing  should  stand  in  the  way  of  a  successful 
season  of  home  canning  in  1945... 

OS:  Right. ..and  housewives  who  are  able  to  cm  at  home,  or  in  Community  Can- 

ning Centers  will  not  only  have  s  profitable  return  for  their  time  and 
money... but  they'll  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  home  canning 
is  one  of  --onerica's  most  important  home  front  war  programs  for  1945... 
but  now  I  see  our  time  is  up..„ 

AUr7CR:      Yes... o .so  there  you  have  it  folks,.. this  week's  report  on  war  food  ac- 
tivities from  the  Office  of  Supply,  Way  Pood  Administration.  

will  be  back  again  (next  week  at  this  same  time)  to  give  you  current  news 
and  information  on  FOOD  FIC--I2S  FOR  FREEDOM. .  .at  home  and  abroad.  This 
program  on  America's  wartime  food  program  is  presentee  especially  for 
 farmers  and  consumers, 

### 
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District  Representatives  are  urged  to  time  all  scripts  in  advance.    War  Food 
Bulletins  from  this  office  are  a  good  source  of  additional  news  items. 

SUBJECTS:     NEW  MEAT  ALLOCATIONS 

MACHINE  MEASURES  MEAT  TENDERNESS 
COMBINED  FOOD  REPORT 

(NOTE:    All  music  directions  are  purely  optional,  but  would  add  finish  to  the 
program.) 

MUSIC:    UP  AND  UNDER 

ANNCR:  Good  ,  friends.    What  is  your  country  doing  to  manage 

its  food  supply?    What  can  you  do  to  help?    You'll  find  out  if  you 
listen  each  week  to..*, 

OS.:               FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR  FREEDOM. ...  at  home  and  abroad... a  presentation  of 
the    Office  of  Supply,  War  Food  Administration. 

ANNCR:  Today,    from  the  district  Office  at    is  here 

at  the    mike  to  give  us  more  news  and  information  about 

MUSIC:    OUT  (station) 

wartime  activities  on  the  food  front... Now  before  you  start  to  talk, 

 ,  I  want  to  ask  something  right  here.... 


OS:  W^y  sure,   ....what's  on  your  mind? 

,ANNCR:  All  these  stories  we've  been  hearing  about  food  shortages. .. civilians 
will  have  to  tighten  their  belts,  and  all  that... is  there  anything  to 
it? 

OS:  Well,  I  thought  people  would  be  wanting  to  know  some  of  those  things.. 

so  I ' ve  planned  to  tell  you  something  about  new  developments  in  the 
meat  situation. . . 
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ANNCR : 


Good.... I  guess  meat  is  the  food  we're  most  interested  in  these  days*, 
what's  the  dope,   ? 

In  the  first  place,  you  know  that  the  WFA  makes  a  general  statement  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.... an  estimate  of  how  much  food  we  can 
expect  for  the  full  year.,. and  from  that  estimate,  the  tentative 
allocations  are  made  for  the  year.    But  every  3  months,  the  WFA 
allocates  the  food  supply  for  one  quarter  of  a  year.    And  those 
quarterly  allocations  are  final. 

Isn't  that  so  the  War  Food  Administration  can  keep  a  more  accurate 
eye  on  the  changes  in  our  food  supply?. .. .The  changes  brought  about  by 
the  war  and  weather,  and  all  those  things? 

That's  right.. ..The  WFA  allocates  the  food  to  civilians,  the  fighting 
forces,  and  our  lend-lease  customers  according  to  the  supply. ...So 
every  3  months,  we  have  a  ne?f  allocation. 

And  right  now,  I  take  it  we're  having  a  change  in  the  meat  allocation. 
Yes.... and  in  listening  to  the  facts  and  figures,  there's  one  thing 

to  remembgr,   ....Remember  that  the  meat  supplies  for  the 

Armed  Forces  must  be  protected.- . .  .and  at  the  same  time,  the  civilian 

supply  must  be  more  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  nation... and  the 

nev;  allocation  allows  for  those  two  factors. 

Good... but  how  do  we  civilians  stand  for  this  coming  quarter? 

Well,  we  are  entitled  to  3  billion,  793  million  pounds,  from  April  1 

to  June  30. 

Why  that's  almost  A  billion  pounds,   ...nearly  a  billion 

pounds  a  month. 
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OS:  That's  ture,..but  don't  let  that  figure  mislead  you,   , 

It  represents  just  about  a  12  percent  reduction  in  our  civilian 
meat  supply.... In  other  words,  we've  eaten  12  percent  more  meat  in  these 
first  three  months,  from  January  through  March,  than  we'll  get  a  chance 
to  eat  during  the  next  three  months. 
fcNNCR:         Then  the  newspaper  warnings  had  some  meat  to  them,  after  all. 

OS:  I'm  afraid  so,   .    For  the  next  3  months,  the  supply 

will  be  lower  than  it's  been  for  10  years  

ANNCR:         Let's  get  this  thing  down  to  you  and  me,   <  ...how  many 

pounds  of  meat  should  we  be  getting  this  year  apiece? 
OS:  Around  115  pounds  on  a  yearly  basis. . .that's  about  30  pounds  per 

civilian  less  than  we  had  in  1944... and  10  pounds  less  than  we  ate 
in  the  average  peacetime  years. ...  1935  to  '39. 
ANNCR:         Oh,  well,  I  guess  we  can  stand  a  few  reductions, if  the  boys  in 

service  need  that  meat.. 
OS:  Of  course  we  can. ..this  quarter,  the  U.S.  military  forces  will  get 

a  larger  slice  of  our  total  meat  supply,  and  the  lend-lease  customers 
will  get  a  smaller  slice  than  they  got  from  first  quarter  allocations. 
ANNCR:         How  about  this  more  even  distribution  of  the  meat  all  over  the  country?,. 

You  mentioned  that  before... 
OS:  The  Office  of  War  Llobilization  and  Reconversion  is  making  the  plans 

for  that. ..and  those  plans  provide  for  some  regulations  to  be  set  up.., 
which  will  divide  the  available  supplies  of  livestock  among 
slaughterers  of  pork,  beef,  veal,  mutton  and  lamb... and  another  thing... 
the  plans  call  for  an  adjustment  of  subsidy  payment  which  will  more 
nearly  equalize  the  competitive  position  among  slaughterers. 
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Will  that  sort  of  program  increase  the  over-all  civilian  meat  supply? 
No... but  it's  expected  to  gradually  correct  the  bad  distribution  in 
areas  which  don't  produce  meat  themselves. . . especially  the  congested 
war  production  centers. 

That  should  help  the  people  who  need  it  most. 

Yes... and  the  program  has  been  approved  by  the  War  Food  Administration... 
the  OPA,  the  Office  of  Economic  Stabilization,  the  Defense  Supplies 
Corporation,  and  the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

When  does  this  new  distribution  plan  take  effect,  ? 

As  soon  as  the  regulations  can  bo  formulated  by  the  OPA, .. .However, 
the  subsidy  adjustments,  which  were  originally  discussed  with  Industry 
and  livestock  producers  in  January. • .will  become  effective  on  April  1. 
I  imagine  it  will  take  quite  a  while  to  get  the  meat  traveling 
over  the  country  more  evenly. 

Yes... it  will  take  time  for  such  a  program  to  affect  the  flow... but 
unless  we  have  such  a  plan,  there  will  be  very  little  meat  for  some 
areas. . . . 

As  I  understand  it,   t  ,  we  civilians  will  get  12  percent 


less  meat,  on  the  average,  than  we  had  last  quarter. .. but  what  about 
the  total  meat  supply?    Is  it  actually  lower  than  last  quarter? 
Yes,  the  total  supplies  are  six  percent  lower... and  no  great  improvement 
is  in  view  until  fall,  when  the  seasonal  increase  in  marketing  occurs. 
How  about  when  the  war  in  Europe  ends?    Won't  that  give  us  more  meat? 

The  officials  say  no,    .    They  say  it  will  hardly  affect 

the  meat  situation  for  civilians, . .and  it  won't  make  the  military 
demands  any  lighter,  either.... 

So  even  if  the  war  does  end  soon  in  Europe,  we  civilians  won't  get  any 
more  meat,  humn?    By  the  way,  how  do  we  stand  for  the  new  quarter  on 
varieties  of  meat? 
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OS:  Well,  civilians  will  have  more  veal,  lamb  and  mutton  than  we  had 

during  the  first  three  months... but  we'll  get  less  beef  and  less  pork. 

ANNCR:         ^.'hy  was  the  lend-lease  meat  allocation  decreased  this  quarter,   

Just  because  we  don't  have  much  to  split  with  the  allies? 

OS:  It  was  a  ncessary  reduction  because  if  we  reduced  the  U.S.  civilian 

supplies  any  further,  it  would  create  an  even  more  difficult  problem 
of  distribution. . .but  even  so,  we  American  civilians  get  more  meat  than 
the  British  civilians. 

ANNCR:         You  said  back  there  that  the  military  allocation  had  been  increased 
this  quarter. . . 

OS:  Yes... and  when  you  stop  to  think  of  how  many  mouths  we  have  to  feed, 

you'll  see  why  they  need  more  meat.  We  have  the  American  boys  fighting 
overseas  in  Europe  and  the  Pacific. . ... 

ANNCR:         And  the  military  forces  based  in  this  country. 

OS:  And  the  War  Department  also  has  to  provide  food  for  civilians  working 

for  the  Army  overseas,  prisoners  of  war... and  there  are  certain 
elements  of  allied  armies,  too. 
ANNCR:       Oh,  the  Filipinos  and  Free  French... 

OS:  And  the  Italian  Army,  plus  Italian  Service  Units  who  are  serving  with 

our  ov/n  Army. 

ANNCR:       I  see  what  you  mean  about  the  mouths  that  have  to  be  fed  out  of  the 

military  meat  allocation. . . 
OS:  Sure... and  the  Army  doesn't  have  any  stock  piles  of  meat,  either.... 

nothing  beyond  their  working  inventories,  to  meet  all  these  increased 

demands. 
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ANNCR:         Well,  it  looks  like  everyone  will  just  have  to  take  a  cut  and  not 
comp  lain, ... 

OS:  The  Prisoners  of  war  are  taking  a  cut... The  War  Department  has 

announced  that  their  menus  have  been  adjusted  to  give  them  more  meat 
substitutes  and  less  meat.... 

ANNCR:         But  the  boys  in  the  military  forces  don't  have  to  take  a  cut,  do  they? 

OS:  No,   ,  there  will  be  no  change  in  the  individual  G.I. 

meat  ration. ..But  herers  how  the  whole  meat  picture  sums  up.... In  the 
first  place,  total  meat  production  in  '45  is  expected  to  be  over  2 
billion  pounds  less  than  it  was  last  year.    But  it  will  be  nearly  5 
billion  pounds  .greater  than  it  was  when  the  war  began  in  1939» 

ilNNCR:         That's  something,  at  least,.. even  though  we  civilians  will  get  less 
of  it. 

OS:  Yes...  .but  record  wartime  production  of  meat  just  hasn't  been  able  to 

keep  pace  with  the  continuously  increasing  wartime  demands. .. and  that's 

the  story  as  it  looks  today. 
*1NNGR:       You  gave  us  a  very  complete  picture,   ...and  it  really 

isn't  as  bad  as  it  might  be.... 
OS:  It  never  is... and  here's  another  story  about  meat,., a  little  on  the 

lighter  side... 
ANNCR :       Then  by  all  means,  let's  have  it.... 

°S:  It's  about  a  machine  to  measure  the'  tenderness  of  meat... You  see,  the 

influence  of  feed  on  the  quality  of  meat  is  a  big  question. . .one  that 
pops  up  continually  in  the  various  branches  of  research  involving 
livestock  and  meat.... 

ANNCR:       So  now  they  can  measure  the  tenderness  mechanically? 
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Yes.. .the  tester  was  developed  to  eliminate  that  little  element  of  human 
error  in  rating  beef  for  tenderness, . .The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
made  a  mechanical  test  of  roasted  rib  samples  taken  from  steers  fed 
on  grass  alone... and  from  steers  that  had  been  fed  on  corn,  cottonseed 
meal,  and  grass. 

I'll  bet  the  meat  from  the  corn-fed  steers  was  more  tender. 
Right... it  took  15  percent  more  force  to  shear  through  samples  from 
the  grass-fed  steers. 

What  do  you  call  a  machine  like  that,  ? 

It's  called  a  penetrometer. . .because  it  records  the  pressure  required 
to  cut  through  a  sample  of  meat,.., see? 

Sure... I'd  like  to  have  one  of  those  to  take  to  the  butcher  shop  with 
me... if  it  would  work  on  raw  meat... 

Why  don't  you  work  on  that,   ...invent  a  pocket-sized  model 

or  something. . .But  while  you're  mulling  that  problem  over,  here's 

some  information  that  should  make  us  all  feel  lucky. ..I  have  the  Report 

here  from  the  Combined  Food  Board.... 

Oh,  you  talked  about  one  of  those  reports  before... it  summarized  the 
food  consumption  in  America,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada,  didn't  it? 
That's  right,..,  the  first  report  was  published  in  April,  1944.... and  this 
one  is  the  second. .  ..pretty  interesting  material. 

Let's  hear  some  of  it,  then. . .people  are  always  interested  in  how  the 
other  fellow  gets  along. 

Well,  since  we've  been  talking  about  the  meat  situation  here  in  America, 
we  might  go  over  a  few  details  of  the  situation  in  the  other  two 
countries. ,  .and  see  how  things  compare..... 
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ANNCR:         Before  you  go  into  that,   ,  how  did  we  compare  before 

the  war  began? 

OS:  The  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  consumed  about  the  same 

amounts  of  meat... but  the  Canadians  ate  less  than  we. , .However,  the 
meat  groups  differed  quite  a  bit.... For  instance,  the  Americans  and 
Canadians  ate  less  lamb  and  more  pork  than  the  Britishers.... 

ANNCR:         We  still  do,  don't  we? 

OS:  Yes.., the  same  situation  still  exists  on  the  lamb  and  pork  comparison... 

but  as  far  as  total  meat  consumption  per  capita  goes,  right  now,  both 

the  Americans  and  Canadians  expect  almost  50  pounds  of  meat  per  person 

more  than  the  British  will  get  for  the  year. 
ANNCR:         Is  that  because  the  British  aren't  producing  much  meat  in  their  own 

country  right  now? 

OS;  Yes,  they've  had  quite  a  drop  in  supplies  of  fresh  meat.    Of  course, 

they've  had  an  increase  in  canned  meats.    But  it  doesn't  offset  the 

loss  in  carcass  meat,  by  any  means. 
ANNCR:         They  don't  ration  meat  at  all  in  Canada  any  more,  do  they? 
OS:  No... it  was  rationed,  but  early  in  the  year  meat  was  taken  off  the 

ration  list  because  their  storage  facilities  weren't  adequate  for 

handling  the  increasing  supplies. 
ANNCR:         What  about  chickens,  and  things  like  that?      The  English  get  plenty 

of  poultry,  don't  they? 
OS:  Well,  before  the  war,  the  United  Kingdom  had  a  low  consumption  of 

poultry. . .but  they  ate  a  large  amount  of  fish... but  the  situation  was 

just  reversed  in  Canada  and  America. 
ANNCR:       Little  fish,  and  lots  of  poultry.... 
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CS:  Umhumn. . . .But  since  the  war,  the  English  have  been  eating  less 

and  less  fish,  and  we  Americans  and  the  Canadians  have  been  eating 
more  and  more  poultry.    As  for  eggs,  the  United  States  was  the 
largest  per  capita  egg  consumer. . .and  Canada  came  next,  and  Britain 
followed  last. 

ANNCR:         From  all  IT-ve  heard,  the  British  still  aren't  getting  many  eggs. 
OS:  No. ..and  the  Americans  and  Canadians  are  eating  more  eggs  than 

ever,  while  the  British  still  eat  about  the  same  amount  as  they  did 

before  the  war. 

ANNCR:         Of  course,  they  have  the  home-production  problem  on  eggs,  too... not 
much  chance  of  producing  more,  and  it's  hard  to  import  eggs  during  a 
war. 

OS:  Yes... there  was  a  shortage  of  refrigerated  ships  which  caused  the 

supplies  of  fresh  eggs  to  decline  rapidly  in  the  United  Kingdom.,, 
but  since  the  egg  drying  industry  has  expanded  in  both  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  the  British  are  getting  lots  of  dried  eggs... 

ANNCR:         I  guess  we  Americans  certainly  are  lucky,  ....Better 

off  than  we  really  know.  ..But  now  our  time  is  up....  . ... 

so  there  you  have  it  folks... this  week's  report  on  war  food  activities 

from  the  Office  of  Supply,  War  Food  Administration.    will 

be  back  again  (next  week  at  this  same  time)  to  give  you  current  news 

and  information  on  FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR  FREEDOM  at  home  and  abroad. 

This  program  on  America's  wartime  food  program  is  presented  especially 
for  ,  farmers  and  consumers. 
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Use  of  this  weekly  series  has  been  cleared  for  time  "by  the  Office  of  War  Information 
over  the  following  radio  stations:     Z-Bar  Network,  Montana,  KRBM,  Bozeman,  KGIR, 
Butte,  KPFA,  Helena,  XFBC,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming j  KDYL,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  KPHO, 
Phoenix,  Arizona;  KXL,  Portland,  Oregon;  XI.OO,  Boise,  and  KRLC,  Lewis  ton,  Idaho; 
EGA,  Spokane,  Washington* 

District  Representatives  are  urged  to  time  all  scripts  in  advance.    War  Food  Bul- 
letins from  this  office  are  a  good  source  of  additional  news  items* 

SUBJECTS:     FOOD  PICTURE 

FATS  AMD  OILS  SITUATION 
SCHOOL  LUNCH 

(NOTE:    All  music  directions  are  purely  optional,  but  would  add  finish  to  the  pro- 
gram. ) 


MUSIC:     UP  AND  UNDER 

ANNCR:         Good  ,  friends,    How  is  your  country  managing  our  food  supply 

to  help  win  the  war?    How  can  you  help?    You'll  find  out,  if  you  listen 
each  v.'eek  to. ...  . 

OS:  FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR  FREEDOM. .at  home  and  abroad... a  presentation  of  the  War 

Food  Administration. 

IlINCRi         Here  is  of  the   district  Office  of  Supply,  with 

more  news  and  information  about  wartime  activities  on  the  food  front. 

OS:  And  there's  plenty  to  talk  about,  .    With  our  Allies  driving 

toward  Berlin  at  an  amazing  speed... and  our  offensive  against  the  Nips 
becoming  stronger  and  more  deadly,  we're  all  beginning  to  see  just  what 
the  name  of  this  broadcast  really  means. ..and  just  hoy/  important  food 
is  as  a  weapon  of  war* 

AITCR:         You  mean,  that  in  the  final  round  in  Europe,  food  is  helping  us  to  wield 
the  knock-out  blow.... 
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OS:  Something  like  that.    We  all  know  that  it's  taking  more  nen  and  more 

ammunition  pianos  and  guns  to  carry  on  these  two  -tremendous  offensives  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  globe*    Well,  it's  also  taking  more  food  to  main- 
tain the  advancing  Allied  vrar  machine.  . 

AIHICR:         So,  logically  enough,  civilians  will  have  less  food... as  indicated  by 
the  ration  point  changes  which  the  OPA  has  just  announced. 

OS:  Yes,  and  I  think  we  can  nor/  understand  more  clearly  just  why  our  1945 

food  supply  may  not  be  as  large  as  last  year... even  though  it  will  be 

adequate .. .and  certainly  more  adequate  than  civilians  of  other 

Allied  nations  are  getting. 

Ai'LlCR:         Well,  when  a  food  supply  lino  has  to  stretch  thousands  of  miles  across 

take  ■  • 

continents  and  oceans,  it's  going  to/ more  food  to  keep  it  filled. ..I 

think  we  have  to  expect  a  little  less  food  this  year.  • 

OS:  Also,  the  margin  of  safety  has  to  be  greater,  when  the  supply  lines  get 

longer.     It  always  has  to  be  a  maximum  of  food  for  conditions  known,  and 
a  few  unknown  ones,  instead  of  just  barely  enough. 

AFiICR:  And  I  suppose  that  as  the  end  of  the  war  in  Europe  gets  closer,  vra're 

going  to  have  to  consider  the  food  needs  of  the  areas  that  we're  liber- 
ating from  Axis  domination. 

OS:  We  most  certainly  will.     V-Day  in  Europe  isn't  going  to  mean  that  ration 

regulations  will  go  out  the  next  day* 

AEtfCR:         But,  consider  how  fortunate  we  are.    Ilaybe  we  arenft  getting  beefsteak  or 
butter  very  often.     But  at  least  we  hear  news  every  day  about  the  gain  of 
our  Armies  across  the  Reich.    And  word  from  the  South  Pacific  is  encour- 
aging. 

OS:  That's  right.    We  can  say,  "so  what...  .no  meat  for  dinner  tonight.... 

there's  plenty  of  other  food  on  the  table. . .besides,  our  boys  are  really 
marching  Over  Thers". 
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StNwCR:  ...which  is  something  very  few  people  in  other  countries  of  the  world 

can  say, , . . .about  the  plentiful  food,  I  mean. ...» 

OS:  You  know,  it's  a  funny  thing,  too.*. my  friends  have  been  running  out  of 

ration  points  right  and  left*.. but  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  any  real 
complaining. . .and  actually,  there  is  really  not  much  to  complain  about, 
when  it  cor.;cs  to  our  civilian  food  supply. 
fellivCR:  You're  right.     Some  housewives  are  really  wracking  their  brains  these 

days  to  figure  out  interesting  meals,  in  orrier  to  keep  up  their  reputa- 
tions with  their  families  as  good  cocks... but  there's  nothing  desperate 
about  cur  food  supply,  the  way  there  is  in  France  and  Italy  and  Greece... 
CS:  And  the  Russians  have  had  a  mighty  difficult  food  situation. 

......  e  don't  have  the  remotest  idea  here  in  this  country  of  how  the  war 

has  hit  the  food  supply  in  kussia.    While  we 've  had  rationing. .we've  at 
least  had  something  to  ration. 
AI'~"CR:         And. wo  have  so  many  substitute  foods.     If  we  can't  get  butter,  there's 
fortified  margarino..  #..if  we  can't  get  beef  or  pork,  there's  lamb... 
or  variety  meats... or  dried  beans... 
OS:  Yes,  and  cur  agricultural  producing  lands  aren't  battlefields,  either. 

We  can  keep  on  producing. . .and  do  things  ourselves  here  at  hone  to  in- 
crease the  food  supply.    For  instance,  recently  the  V/ar  Food  Administra- 
tion found  it  necessary  to  reduce  the  amount  of  fats  and  oils  that  man- 
ufacturers could  use  for  civilian  foods. 
How  much  was  the  reduction? 

Actually,  it's  so  small  it  probably  won't  be  felt  if  every  housewife 
docs  a  good  job  of  fat  salvage  in  her  own  kitchen. . .first,  by  using  meat 
drippings  in  cooking. . .and  then,  by  turning  in  these  fats  which  she  can't 
use  anymore  to  her  butcher  for  two  red  points  a  pound.- 
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ANWCR*.         Wow  this  fats  and  oils  situation  has  some  folks  a  little  mixed  up.  I 

heard  a  woman  say  the  other  day  she  couldn't  understand  why  fats  and  oils 
were  ration  free  four  or  five  months  ago* . .and  now  they're  back  on  the 
list,  with  point  values  increasing  every  so  often.     She  seemed  to  think 
we  shouldn't  have  used  up  so  much  in  such  a  short  time.     Then  we'd  have 
more  now* 

03:  Here's  the  story.    Military  requirements  for  both  edible  and  non-edible 

fats  and  oils  are  continuing  to  increase. .. .Keeping  in  mind  that  civilian 
demand  for  fats  and  oils  has  increased  tremendously  since  the  war...tho 
first  factor  is  that  under  a  Vifar  Food  Order,  only  83  percent  of  the  aver- 
age quantity  of  these  oils  that  we  used  in  1940  and  1941  can  go  for  man- 
ufacturers of  civilian  shortening,  cooking  and  salad  oils. 

AN1CR:  In  other  words,  17  percent  less  than  vrc  used  in  1940  and  1941... and  at 

that  time  the  civilian  demand  for  fats  and  oils  wasn't  as  high  as  it  is 
now. 

CS:  Yes... Until  April  1,  85  percent  of  our  40-41  average  use  was  available 

for  civilians. ..this  two  percent  reduction  is  what  I  mentioned  a  few 
moments  ac*o.    'So,  while  the  quota  for  civilians  doesn't  seem  small  com- 
pared to  our  share  of  some  of  the  other  strategic  war  foods,  it  requires 
that  we  have  rationing  of  these  items. 

BHiJCR:         But  you  still  haven't  answered  her  question.... 

OS:  Okey .. .factor  no«  2... Last  fall  and  winter  we  didn't  have  enough  storage 

space  for  our  large  supply  of  fats  and  oils.     There  was  nothing  else  to 
do  but  reduce  the  ration  point  values,  so  there 'd  be  some  Tolace  to  put 
the  new  supply.     This  fats  and  oils  picture  is  just  r.nother  example  of 
how  rapid  changes  in  the  war  picture  can  also  bring  about  rapid  changes 
in  our  food  picture* 
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ANWCR: 


OS: 


INNCR: 


OS : 


AN::CR: 


OS: 


PRICR : 


OS: 


AHNCR: 


So,  if  military  requirements  for  fats  and  oils  increase,  the  civilian 
share  must  decrease*  Only,  I  thought  our  production  of  .fats  and  oils 
via s  on  the  upswing* 

It  was  «»  »last  year  •     This  year,,  it's  a  downswing  for  lard,  which  is  a 
pretty  important  item  on  the  list.    Last  year,  we  had  the  largest  market- 
ings of  fj»ts  and  oils  in  our  history. .  .and  that  yielded  ample  supplies 
of  lard  and  grease.     This  year,  we  will  have  considerably  less  lard  and 
groase  because  farmers  had  to  balance  livestock  production  more  in  line 
with  available  feed  supplies  and  pasture* 

If  I  remember  correctly,  the  government  is  purchasing  quite  a  bit  of  lard, 


isn'x  i 


t? 


About  half  the  lard  supply ..  .forty  percent,  to  be  exact.-  Our  total  sup- 
ply of  inedible  tallow  and  greases  will  be  about  150  million  pounds  less 
this  year  than  last.. .and  military  and  industrial  requirements  for  these 
items  are  also  increasing. 

Then  looks  as  if  some  folks  better  forget  about  refinishing  their  hard- 
wood floors  for  a  while. 

You're  quite  right.  Linseed  oil  is  still  in  short  supply... and  military 
requirements  are  increasing. 

This  probably  isn't  very  good  news  to  some  folks  who'd  planned  a  rather 
extensive  spring  house  cleaning. 

IJaybe  not.. .but  that's  how  it  is. ..the  shortage  is  serious*.  You  see, 
last  year's  flaxseed  crop. . .from  which  linseed  oil  is  crushed. . .was 
about  f if ty-f ivo  percent  loss  than  the  1943  crop. 
No  wonder  the  supply  is  short. 


i 
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OS:  what*s  more,  we*ve  had  a  rapid  increase  in  the  use  of  linseed  oil  for 

manufacture  of  protective  coatings,  coated  fabrics  and  floor  coverings 
for  civilian  sale.    So,  with  the  supply  short,  and  war  needs  increasing, 
the  Kfer  Food  Administration  has  had  to  reduce  the  amount  of  linseed  oil 
available  for  these  civilian  products.     Otherwise,  we  probably  wouldn*t 
have  had  enough  linseed  oil  to  last  until  the  new  flaxseed  crop  is  har- 
vested next  fall. 

PLNNCR:         And  wo  can't  look  to  other  countries  for  any  imports  of  these  products, 
either. 

OS:  Ho,  because  these  markets  have  been  closed  to  us  for  a  long  time.. .and 

it's  anybody's  guess  when  they'll  be  reopened.     Certainly  it  will  be 
some  time  before  we  can  import  fats  and  oils  from  the  Philippines  and 
the  Ea s t  Ind ies. 

AIJl.'CR:         So  the  answer  is  less  fats  and  oils  for  civilians,  and  more  fat  salvage 
in  our  kitchens* 

OS:  Yes. ..and  on  the  food  situation  as  a  whole,  we  still  have  the  same  jobs 

to  do  here  at  heme  that  we  had  a  year  ago... fat  salvage,  as  you  mentioned 
...paper  and  tin  salvage. . .Victory  gardening. . .home canning  and  community 
canning. ♦. observing  rationing  rules  and  ceiling  prices. 

AITiiCR:  In  other  words,  we  can't  expect  to  get  back  to  what  we  call  "normal 

living",  even  though  the  war  is  going  more  favorably. 

OS:  It  doesn't  look  that  way*     Food  is  an  equally  important  weapon  in  the 

peace... and  probably  after  the  San  Francisco  peace  conference  we'll 
know  a  little  more  about  the  part  that  our  food  supply  is  going  to  play 
in  the  post-war  period. 

AlTxICR:         Food  certainly  is  in  the  headlines  these  days  from  an  international 
point  of  view. 


v.  ; 
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OS:  That's  just  why  we  probably  can't  expect  any  great  changes  in  our  food 

supply.,.,  as  far  as  increases  are  concerned*',  .during  this  year. 

ANIICR:         You've  certainly  given  us  plenty  to  think  about.'  . ..*and'to 

plan  for.    Now,  what  other  news  have  you  for  us,  today? 

OS:  Soma  faots  on  the  school  lunch  program'    The  V/ar  Food  Adnlniotration  is 

interested  in  school  lunch  programs  for  two  reasons.. .to  see  that  more 
children  get  better  lunches  at  school... and  to  provide  an  outlet  for  farm 
surpluses »« • • 

BKNCR:  Just  a  here  you've  been  telling  us,  in  effect,  that  we  haven't 

any  surpluses .. .and  now   

03:     •         mid  so  I  have.     Over-all,  we  don't  have  surpluses  of  important  war  foods 

...however,  because  of  war  conditions,  such  as  lack  of  transpora tion 

labor  shortages,  lack  of  storage  space,  and  lack  of  packaging  materials, 

we  may  still  have  local  or  temporary  surpluses 
AN'JCR:         Nov/,  I  get  it.    By  providing  this  additional  food  outlet,  it's  possible 

to  keep  seme  foods  from  being  wasted  when  war  conditions  disrupt  our 

regular  marketing  procedure. 
OS:  And  this  is  particularly  true  with  fruits  and  vegetrbles,  whieh  are 

perishable.    As  a  nation  at  war... we  can't  afford  to  waste  food... and  the 

farmers  as  individuals  need  a  full  market  for  their  products,  in  order 

to  keep  up  the  high  production  that's  so  necessary. 
ilJIJCR:  I  can  see  how  important  that  is.    And  at  a  time  when  food  needs  are  so 

high,  we  don't  want  anything  to  interfere  with  the  farm  production  job... 
^0S:  ...Nor  with  our  children  getting  the  food  they  need  to  grow  up  into 

healthy  citizens.    A»i  local  merchants  and  farmers  have  found  that  lunch 

programs  provide  much  larger  market  than  they'd  originally  expected 

Since  the  start  of  the  school  term  last  September,  and  up  to  February  1st 

of  this  year... the  schools  getting  Government  assistance  on  feed  costs 
/in  the  west 

/have  alroady  spent  nearly  four  million  dollars  for  food. 
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AFiTCR: 
OSt 

krcR: 

OS: 


ANNCR: 
OS: 


ANIICR: 


OS: 


4HHCR: 
4: 


This  four  million.,  .is  that  what  the  schools  got  from  the  government..-. 
Oh,  no,     Tho  schools  buy  all  the  food  first.,  .and  then  the  War  Food  Ad- 
ministration reimburses  tho  schools  for  only  part  of  tho  food  costs**.. 
I  sec.    And  in  this  case,  how  much  financial  help  did  the  schools  get 
en  their  food  costs? 

For  the  same  period,  September  of  last  year,  to  February  1st  of  this  year, 
wFA  indemnities  in  the  nine  western  states  amounted  to  over  a  million  * 
nine  hundred  thousi&d  dollars* 
Well,  that  was  a  big  help. 

Yes. ..but  remember,  food  costs  are  just  one  item  in  running  a  school 
lunch  program.     There's  labor  and  equipment.    And  these  costs  run  high; 
However,  if  schools  get  some  help  on  food  costs,  they  can  afford  to  pro- 
vide a  well-balanced  lunch  for  all  the  children  at  a  reasonable  prico* 
And  in  this  war  period,  with  higher  costs  for  running  a  lunch  program 
than  before  tho  war,  I  guess  a  good  many  schools  might  not  be  able  to 
continue  their  programs  without  some  assistance* 

Or  it  might  be  a  case  where  only  half  the  children  could  afford  lunches* 
And  in  the  final  run,  the  lunchroom  might  not  make  expenses  because  it 
was  set  up  to  take  care  of  more  children.    Also,  of  course,  with  meat 
and  cheese  on  the  ration  list,  our  school  lunch  representatives  have  been 
able  to  help  cafeteria  manage®  with  menus  using  tho  available  unrationed 
foods... and  still  fill  the  requirements  for  a  well-balanced  meal* 
By  the  way,  how  much  have  schools  spent  for  food  in  this  state? 

About  __♦    WFA  reimbursements  to  schools  have  amountod 

•    As  a  result, 
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that  range  in  price  from 


to 


childron  are  getting  lunches 


cents ....  lunches  that  contain 


plenty  of  nourishing  foods*    And  that's  my  story  for  today, 


A1T:.:CR:          Thank  you,   ,  for  this  week's  report  from  the  War  Food  Admin- 
is  trrtion.   of  the  District  Office  of  Supply  for  the  War  Food 

Administration,  will  be  back  again  soon  (next  week  at  this  same  time)  to 

give  you  current  news  and  information  on  FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR  FREEDOM. . . 

at  home  and  abroad*     This  breedcrst     on  America's  wartime  food  program  is 
presented  especially  for  farmers  and  consumers* 


• 


